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Values for LifeSavers
Welcome to Values for LifeSavers, a set of collective worship materials for primary schools. 
We hope that you and your children will enjoy using the material which is designed to 
complement the LifeSavers Five Big Questions About Money, classroom resources.

Collective worship materials for primary schools
Values for LifeSavers

How to use this resource...

Both the Five Big Questions About Money and Values for 
LifeSavers are based upon the same four core values: Wisdom, 
Generosity, Justice and Thankfulness. Within each value, a 
number of principles have been identified and these are at the 
heart of all the materials with which you will be working.

There are five acts of collective worship or assembly plans for 
each core value. The structure is always the same and follows 
the pattern below:

 Greeting  Learning  Reflecting

 Responding   Sending

Whilst each act of collective worship offers new material, 
there is also an element of repetition, in order that children 
and staff may become familiar and comfortable with certain 
patterns of worship.

Brief background notes for leaders highlight the key learning 
focus for each act of collective worship and ensure that the 
underlying teaching is clear. 

Each act of collective worship begins with a Greeting.  
We provide two options: one that will suit the context of a 
church school whilst the other may be more appropriate for 
community schools.

For the Learning section, schools are given a choice of 
material to use. They may select the drama sketch which 
can either be acted out with puppets* or by the children 
themselves, or the Bible stories which are retold by Bob 
Hartman. The characters Barney, Bella and Bob in the dramas 
are already well known to those schools using the Roots  
and Fruits worship material published by Imaginor**.  
Bob Hartman’s work is internationally acclaimed and very 
familiar in many schools. Both options provide a lively and 
often humorous way of interpreting the theme.

The Reflecting section gives children an opportunity to 
respond to the drama sketch or story, with open questions to 
encourage them to relate these to their own lives. In some 
situations, it may be appropriate for children to reflect on 
these questions with each other in pairs; we have identified 
suitable opportunities with a Talk Partners logo: .

The Responding and Sending sections bring the act of 
collective worship to a close with a prayer and blessing. 
Alternatively, leaders can use the ‘Thought for the Day’  
which may be more suitable for community schools. 

Schools are best placed to decide how and when to use these 
20 acts of collective worship. They are suitable for a variety 
of groupings including whole school, Key Stage or individual 
class worship. Some schools will choose to use one a week 
over a period of time, whilst others may use them in a ‘block’. 
They could function as a ‘launch’ for exploring one of the five 
Big Questions or as a way of drawing together the teaching at 
the end of a particular unit of work. 

Church schools are required to provide a distinctively 
Christian daily act of worship, whilst, in community schools, 
worship must be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian 
character’. We believe that these acts of worship can be 
used to fulfil both of these requirements. Above all, we hope 
that these materials will help you to provide enjoyable and 
meaningful acts of collective worship for all your pupils.

Shahne Vickery and Neville Norcross

*The puppets are produced by The Puppet Company who sell via PuppetsbyPost:  
www.puppetsbypost.com

**The characters Barney, Bella and Bob were created by Imaginor Ltd and feature 
in drama scripts in the worship resource Roots and Fruits ISBN 978-0-9573429-5-8 
Copyright Imaginor Ltd 2014.
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Light the candle

Greeting Option 1  

On our Worship Table today we have the Bible, God’s 
word; the cross of Jesus His Son; and the candle, 
which we light to remind us of God’s Holy Spirit.

The Bible is open at Psalm 100. 4 - Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to 
him and praise his name.

We also have some money/a collection plate.

Greeting Option 2

We have gathered together as a family to think about 
our value Thankfulness.

God’s greatest gift

Thankfulness

Thankfulness 1: God’s greatest gift
Values for LifeSavers

Worship Table
•	 	Bible	open	at	Psalm	100.	4	-	Enter	his	gates	with		

 thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks  
 to him and praise his name.

•		A	cross	and	a	candle.

•		Some	paper	money	or	a	collection	plate.	

Leader’s Background Notes
Christians regard thankfulness as the primary 
response to God’s generous love. The giving of 
money, whilst it is a way of addressing the needs 
of others, is first of all a practical expression of 
thanksgiving for God’s gift of Jesus.

1

Welcome
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4Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 1: God’s greatest gift

Barney: You look pleased with 
yourself, Bob.

Bob: I am actually. The vicar has 
asked me to take the collection in 
church on Christmas Day. It’s a big 
deal. The place will be packed! 

Barney: What do you mean by 
‘the collection’? 

Bob: The collection, or ‘offering’ 
as the vicar likes to call it, is when 
people give money to God as part 
of the worship.

Barney: Why do they do that?

Bob: Because they want to say 
‘thank you’ for all that God has 
given to them. Christmas is really 
special because it’s when we 
celebrate God sending Jesus as a 
gift to the world.

The church is beautifully 
decorated. It looks amazing and 
everyone is happy.

(Bella arrives)

Bella: Did someone say Christmas? 
I’m excited already - I know it’s a 
long way off but I can’t wait. What 
are you getting this year, Barney?

Barney: We were talking about 
giving actually Bella, not getting. 
Bob was telling me about how 
people show how thankful they 
are to God by giving him some 
of their money. When they give 
money in church it’s called ‘the 
collection’.

Bob: In a way everything we have 
is given to us by God, so it is just 
giving back some of what he has 
already given us. Nobody forces 
them to give anything, they want 
to give because they are thankful.

Bella: So, what happens to 
the money people give in the 
collection?

Bob: The church spends it on 
all kinds of things; to help poor 
people all round the world and to 
pay for church activities like the 
Holiday Club and Youth Groups.

Barney: Hmm... I hadn’t really 
thought about that. Thank 
you Bob. You’ve helped me to 
understand it now ……. why 
taking the collection is such a big 
deal, especially at Christmas!

Children can perform the drama 
themselves. Alternatively, use puppets.

Learning

Reflecting 

Remind the children of the 
ways that your school raises 
money for good causes. 
Perhaps invite someone from 
your local church community 
to talk about which charities 
they support with their 
giving week by week and 
why they have chosen these 
organisations in particular.

Puppet Drama

Introduction:

Start the worship with a praise/thanksgiving hymn or song.

Many of the songs that we sing in worship are praise and thanksgiving songs.  
Why do you think this is?

Barney and Bella are just about to learn how Christians show their  
thankfulness to God for all his goodness to them.

4



5Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 1: God’s greatest gift

Jesus went to Simon’s house for 
dinner.

Simon was a Pharisee, which 
meant he was really keen on 
keeping all the religious laws and 
being as good as he could be. 
(Have everyone give a thumbs 
up).

In Jesus’ time, people didn’t 
sit up at the table on chairs, 
like we do. The table was very 
low, just off the floor. And they 
reclined on one arm, with their 
feet stretched out behind them. 
And they often ate in courtyards, 
open to the neighbours. And that 
is how a woman found her way 
into the dinner party. She was a 
woman who had done many bad 
things. And she had a very bad 
reputation. (Have everyone give 
a thumbs down).

But she was there for a reason. 
Jesus had forgiven her for the 
bad things she had done. (Have 
everyone give a thumbs down 
and then pull it back with the 
other hand, as if taking it away). 
And she wanted to show him how 
thankful she was.

So she wet his feet with her tears. 
(Have everyone make a rubbing 
eyes, crying motion).

Wiped his feet dry with her hair. 
(Have everyone pretend to dry off 
something).

Kissed his feet. (Have everyone 
make a kissing noise).

Then poured a bottle of 
incredibly expensive perfume 
all over them. (Have everyone 
pretend to pour something out 
of a bottle).

Simon grumbled to himself, 
under his breath. 

‘If this Jesus was really some kind 
of prophet, sent by God, then 
he’d know this was a bad woman, 
and he’d never let her touch him.’

‘Simon,’ said Jesus, ‘I’d like to tell 
you a little story:

There was a man who loaned 
people money. One man owed 
him five hundred coins. Another 
man only owed him fifty. He 
decided one day to cancel both 
their debts. Neither man would 
have to repay what he owed. 
Which man, do you think, loved 
him more? Which man was more 
grateful?’

‘The man who owed him five 
hundred coins, of course,’ Simon 
replied.

’That’s right,’ said Jesus. ‘Now 
take a look at this woman. I came 
as a guest to your house. Did you 
give me water to wash my feet? 
No.

But this woman washed my feet 
with her tears (Repeat action) 
and dried them off with her hair. 
(Repeat action).

Did you greet me with a kiss? No. 

But this woman has not stopped 
kissing my feet. (Repeat action).

And did you pour oil on my head, 
to refresh me after my journey? 
No.

But this woman has poured 
expensive perfume all over my 
feet. (Repeat action).

Don’t you see? She has been so 
generous and shown so much 
gratitude because she has had so 
many bad things in her life (Make 
thumbs down again) forgiven 
(Take away the thumbs down 
with the other hand).’

Then Jesus turned to the woman 
and said,

‘You trusted me. You truly are 
forgiven. Go, in peace.’

Introduction:

In this story a woman gives a very expensive gift as a way of showing her 
gratitude to Jesus. This comes as a shock to the onlookers who do not 
understand what is going on.

Learning Alternatively, you may wish to use this story by Bob Hartman (Based on Luke 7. 36-50)

Reflecting 

  The woman in this story was 
so grateful that she had been 
forgiven, she was prepared to 
give away a very expensive jar 
of perfume.

•		Have	you	ever	felt	so 
 grateful for something  
 that you would give almost  
 anything in order to thank  
 the person who had been 
 generous towards you? Tell  
 your talk partner.

5
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Thankfulness 1: God’s greatest gift

Please listen to the words of this prayer. After each line 
you might like to say the words from Psalm 100, ‘We 
give you thanks and praise.’ 

Leader: For Jesus, God’s amazing gift to the world, 

All: We give you thanks and praise.

Leader: For all that Jesus has done for us,

All: We give you thanks and praise.

Leader: For giving us all we that we have,

All: We give you thanks and praise.

Amen.

Responding

As we remember that giving is more important than 
getting,

May God the Father encourage us,

God the Son befriend us,

And God the Holy Spirit support us, this day and 
always.

Amen.

Sending

Background: G.K. Chesterton was larger than life in every sense. Standing 6ft 4in tall and weighing over 20 stone, 
he wrote 80 books and 4,000 essays, including detective novels, and writings about religion, art, politics and history. 
Whenever possible, Chesterton made his points with popular sayings and allegories.

Thought for the Day...

‘When it comes to life, the critical thing is whether you take things for 
granted or take them with gratitude.’

(G.K. Chesterton, writer, poet and theologian, 1874-1936)

6
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Light the candle

Greeting Option 1  

On our Worship Table today we have the Bible, God’s word; 

the cross of Jesus His Son; and the candle which we light to 

remind us of God’s Holy Spirit.

The Bible is open at 1 Thessalonians 5.18 - Be thankful in all 

circumstances.

We also have a large piece of paper.

Greeting Option 2

We have gathered together as a family to think about our 

value Thankfulness.

Count your blessings

Thankfulness

Thankfulness 2: Count your blessings
Values for LifeSavers

2

Welcome

7

Worship Table
•	Bible	open	at	1	Thessalonians	5.18	-	Be	thankful	in	all	

circumstances.

•	A	cross	and	a	candle.
•	A	large	piece	of	white	paper	with	a	black	or	dark	grey	

smudge on it.

Leader’s Background Notes
These words from St. Paul are a reminder to Christians 
that, whilst there may be hardships to be endured, 
there will also be many things to thank God for. 
It is better to focus on our blessings rather than 
our difficulties. This is about being thankful in all 
circumstances rather than for all circumstances. We are 
not expected to be grateful when things are tough for 
us but we are encouraged to remember things we can 
be thankful for even during those tough times.



8Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 2: Count your blessings

(Bella is standing by herself 
holding a large umbrella. She calls 
to Bob and Barney to come and 
join her under it).

Bella: Want to come under my 
umbrella you two?

Barney: (miserably) OK then.

Bob: Thanks, Bella. It’s raining cats 
and dogs out here.

Bella: What’s up, Barney?

Barney: Well, for a start it’s 
pouring down so we can’t play 
cricket on the field, second, I 
forgot my money for the cake stall 
at break, and worst of all, my Dad 
says the new bike that I wanted 
him to buy me is too expensive!

Bob: Never mind, my Gran says, 
‘Always look on the bright side!’

Barney: And most of all, I hate 
people saying ‘Always look on the 
bright side!’

Bella: Come on, Barney, there’s 
always something to be thankful 
for and not everything costs 
money! 

Bob: Let’s think of three things. 

(They all take think a moment to 
think)

Bella: My baby sister sat up by 
herself for the first time yesterday!

Bob: Best friends - even when 
they’re grumpy!

Barney: (brightens up and smiles) 
And look! The rain has just 
stopped so we can play. cricket! 
Come on you two.

Children can perform the drama 
themselves. Alternatively, use puppets.

Learning

Puppet Drama

Introduction:

Take the piece of paper from the Worship Table, hold it up and ask the children what they see - hopefully 
someone will say the black or grey dot!

This paper is almost all white, but many of you have noticed the small dark grey smudge in the middle. From time 
to time, we are all tempted to take for granted the things in our lives that we can be thankful for - like all the white 
on the sheet of paper 
- and we focus instead on the dark bits, the things that are not going so well 
- the black smudge.

Put the Bible text on the screen - 1 Thessalonians 5.18.

In his letter to the people in the town of Thessalonica, St Paul says, ‘Be thankful  
in all circumstances’. 

Talk with your partner about what they think these words mean. (Paul is not  
saying thank God for all circumstances but in all circumstances).

Things have not been going well for Barney. Let see what’s been happening.

Props:

Children’s umbrella.

8

Reflecting 

Hold up the sheet of paper 
once again and point to the 
smudge on it. 

•		Perhaps	there	are	things	in		
 your life that are difficult and  
 make it hard for you to feel  
 thankful. 

•		In	these	next	few	quiet		
 moments, bring those things  
 to God and in a silent prayer,  
 ask him to help you to know  
 how to face them. 

Now point to the white parts 
of the paper.

•		There	are	probably	many		
 things in your life for which 
 you can be thankful. Let’s  
 pray now that God will help  
 us.



9Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 2: Count your blessings

In this story St. Paul, one of Jesus’ 
followers, is facing all kinds of trouble 
but still he remembers to be thankful.

Telling tips: Teach everyone the three 
simple actions beforehand, then lead 
them as they do the actions in the 
appropriate places in the story.

The food was ready. (Have everyone 
rub hands together).

Everyone was hungry. (Have everyone 
rub their tummy).

So Paul prayed a prayer of thanks to 
God. (Have everyone fold hands and 
bow their head).

There was nothing unusual about that, 
except for this:

There was only bread to eat.

It had to be shared among 276 people.

They were stranded on an island.

It was very early in the morning, just 
before dawn.

And those 276 people had just survived 
a shipwreck!

The food was ready. (Have everyone 
rub hands together).

Everyone was hungry. (Have everyone 
rub their tummy).

So Paul prayed a prayer of thanks to 
God. (Have everyone fold hands and 
bow their head).

There was nothing unusual about that, 
except for this:

Paul was only on the ship that had been 
wrecked because he was a prisoner.

The sailors had wanted to kill the 
prisoners to keep them from escaping. 
But Paul had talked them out of it.

’God has spoken to me, in a dream,’ he 
had explained. ’And he will only protect 
us if everyone is kept alive.’

The food was ready. (Have everyone 
rub hands together).

Everyone was hungry. (Have everyone 
rub their tummy).

So Paul prayed a prayer of thanks to 
God. (Have everyone fold hands and 
bow their head).

There was nothing unusual about that, 
except for this:

The boat had only wrecked because 
the captain had ignored Paul’s warning.

‘It’s too late in the year to sail,’ Paul had 
explained. ‘There will be trouble.’

But no captain worth his salt was 
going to listen to a landlubber - and a 
landlubber in chains, at that. 

So, on he sailed - into disaster.

The food was ready. (Have everyone 
rub hands together).

Everyone was hungry. (Have everyone 
rub their tummy).

So Paul prayed a prayer of thanks to 
God. (Have everyone fold hands and 
bow their head).

There was nothing unusual about that, 
except for this:

Paul was only a prisoner, on a ship that 
shouldn’t have sailed, but sailed anyway 
into a shipwrecking storm, because he 
told people about Jesus.

The religious leaders in Jerusalem didn’t 
like what he was saying, so they tried to 
put him to death.

But Paul was a Roman citizen, so he 
asked that his trial be held in Rome.

And that’s where the ship was heading.

The food was ready. (Have everyone 
rub hands together).

Everyone was hungry. (Have everyone 
rub their tummy).

So Paul prayed a prayer of thanks to 
God. (Have everyone fold hands and 
bow their head).

There was nothing unusual about that, 
except for this:

Paul had no idea what would happen to 
him in Rome. 

He hoped that he would win his case. 
He hoped that he would be set free.

But there was also the chance that he 
would be put to death.

Many years later, Paul would write a 
letter that said, 

’Give thanks to God, whatever 
happens.’

So that’s what he was doing.

A shipwrecked prisoner on his way to 
an uncertain future,

Paul prayed a prayer of thanks to God. 
(Repeat praying action).

Introduction:

Giving thanks before we start a meal shows that we do not take for 
granted all the good things that we enjoy every day, and that includes 
our food.

Learning Alternatively, you may wish to use this story by Bob Hartman (Based on Acts 27. 1-38)

Reflecting 

St. Paul had a truly remarkable 
and eventful life, including times 
when he had plenty and times 
when he was poor and went 
hungry. What do you think it 
was that helped Paul to remain 
thankful in all circumstances?

•	I	wonder	how	you	feel	when		
 things go wrong? 

•	Do	you	complain	and	blame		
 others or do you stay positive  
 and thankful for the good  
 things (the blessings) in your  
 life?

9
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Thankfulness 2: Count your blessings

10

Let’s pray now that God will help us to be thankful 
people. After each line, you may wish to join in with the 
words, ‘Lord, help us to count our blessings.’

Leader: When things don’t turn out as we hoped they 
would,

All: Lord, help to count our blessings

Leader: When we are not able to have all the things we 
want,

All: Lord, help us to count our blessings.

Leader: When we are tempted to complain and moan,

All: Lord, help us to count our blessings.

Leader: At all times,

All: Lord, help us to count our blessings.

Amen.

Responding

As we remember that we should be thankful at all 
times,

May God the Father encourage us,

God the Son befriend us,

And God the Holy Spirit support us.

Amen.

Sending

Thought for the Day...

‘Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up having more. If you 
concentrate on what you don’t have, you will never, ever have 
enough.’
(Oprah Winfrey, US talk show host and philanthropist, 1954-)

Background: The Oprah Winfrey Show was one of the most popular TV programmes of its kind, opening up 
discussion of personal and social issues to a mass audience with her unique style of interviewing people. Oprah 
Winfrey is America’s first and only black person to become a multi-billionaire, and has given away over $400 million 
to educational causes and other charity projects.
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Light the candle

Greeting Option 1  

On our Worship Table today we have the Bible, God’s 
word; the cross of Jesus His Son; and the candle which 
we light to remind us of God’s Holy Spirit.

The Bible is open at Luke 17.11-17.

We also have a Thank You card.

Greeting Option 2

We have gathered together as a family to think about 
our value Thankfulness.

Saying ‘thank you’

Thankfulness

Thankfulness 3: Saying ‘thank you’
Values for LifeSavers

Worship Table
•	Bible	open	at	Luke	17.	11-17,	the	story	of	the	Ten	

Lepers.

•	A	cross	and	a	candle.

•	A	Thank	You	card.

Leader’s Background Notes
The story of the Ten Lepers from Luke’s gospel is 
a reminder of the importance of being thankful 
and of saying ‘thank you’.

3

Welcome
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12Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 3: Saying ‘thank you’

(Bob and Barney arrive carrying 
towels. They are off to the 
swimming pool).

Bella: Barney and I had a great 
time at Harriet’s party last night. 
It’s a shame you couldn’t come, 
Bob.

Bob: I know, we had an away 
match and we were back too late. 
Why was it so good then? 

Bella: Well, we all went to that 
new pasta place. You know the 
one down by the station. 

Bob: Woah! That must have cost 
a lot!

Bella: I know, Harriet’s Mum has 
been saving up for ages, but they 
are giving special deals if you book 
for more than five. (Looks at watch) 
Where’s Barney he should have 
been here at least 10 minutes ago?

Barney: (arrives huffing and 
puffing) Hi Bella, Hi Bob, sorry I’m 
late but I’ve just been round to 
Harriet’s house.

Bella: (crossly) What for? 

Barney: I went round to see 
Harriet’s Mum on my way here to 
thank her for the party. That pasta 
place is brilliant Bob!

Bella: (embarrassed) Hmm.... I 
never thought about saying ‘thank 
you’. 

Barney: I think it meant a lot to 
them that I went round.

Bella: I guess it’s too late now.

Bob: It’s never too late Bella. 
Let’s go there on our way to the 
swimming pool.

Bella: Good plan, let’s go!

(They all exit the way Barney has 
come from).

Children can perform the drama 
themselves. Alternatively, use puppets.

Learning

Reflecting 

Saying ‘thank you’ is important 
to the person you are thanking 
as it shows that you understand 
and appreciate the worth of 
what has been given. 

•		Can	you	think	of	someone		
 in your life who deserves  
 to be thanked because they 
 have been very generous in  
 what they have given to  
	 you?	Don’t	forget	that	you	 
 can be generous with your  
 time and your love as well as  
 your money.

Puppet Drama

Introduction:

Read out the message of a card that you (or another member of staff) have  
received to say ‘thank you’ for a gift that you have given. Talk about what  
receiving the card has meant to you. 

Ask a volunteer, who has practised in advance, to read Luke 17.11-17.

One of the men that Jesus healed returned to thank him but nine did not.  
Why do you think this was?

Barney and Bella have been to a party. Let’s hear how it went.

12



13Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 3: Saying ‘thank you’

Telling tips: Break the class 
into two groups, one for the 
Samaritans and one for the 
Jews. Or choose ten volunteers 
- nine for the Jews and one 
for the Samaritans. Whatever 
you do, have all of them shout, 
‘Jesus! Lord! Help us, please!’. 
louder and louder and louder, 
at that point in the story. Then 
just have the Samaritan (person 
or group) shout, “Thank you, 
God!”, as he runs to Jesus, and 
then also at the end of the story. 
Louder and louder and louder!

Jesus was on a trip, from Galilee, 
up north, to Jerusalem, in the 
south. To get there, he had to pass 
through a place in the middle, 
called Samaria.

Jewish people, who lived in 
the north and the south, didn’t 
get along with the Samaritans. 
Bad things had happened 
between them, way back in their 
history, and both sides had long 
memories.

As Jesus was walking along the 
borders between Galilee and 
Samaria, he went into a village 
and met ten men with leprosy. 
Leprosy is a disease that affects 
the nervous system and makes 
it hard to feel things. So people 
hurt themselves, and don’t realise 
it. Then infection sets in and they 
lose body parts like noses and 
fingers.

These days, there is lots that 
doctors can do to help people 

with leprosy. But in those days, 
the disease was pretty much a 
death sentence. And it was very 
catching. So people steered clear 
of anyone who had it. As a result, 
people with leprosy tended to 
travel with one another. In fact, 
among these ten men there was 
actually one Samaritan. It’s pretty 
hard to hate, when you are all in a 
mess together.

When the ten men with leprosy 
saw Jesus, they began to shout, 
‘Jesus! Lord! Help us, please!’ 
They shouted louder and louder 
and louder. They were desperate 
to be healed.

Jesus felt sorry for the men. So 
this is what he told them:

‘Go and show yourselves to a 
priest.’

Now, this might seem strange to 
us. And we might think, why didn’t 
he just say, ‘Be healed!’? But it 
made perfect sense to those ten 
men. Someone had to make sure 
that people either had leprosy or 
didn’t, so they wouldn’t infect the 
rest of the community. And the law 
of the Jews put that responsibility 
in the hands of their priests.

As the men made their way to the 
priest, they were, indeed, healed! 
And when one of them noticed 
that, he ran straight back to Jesus.

He shouted again, but this time his 
shouts were shouts of joy. ‘Thank 
you, God!’ he shouted. Louder 
and louder and louder.

Then he fell on his face, at Jesus’ 
feet, and thanked him.

Jesus looked at the man, and 
knew it was the Samaritan.

‘Didn’t I heal ten men?’ Jesus 
asked. ‘And yet, only one returned 
to give thanks to God. And the 
Samaritan, at that!’

Then he looked at the Samaritan 
and smiled and said, ‘Get up. Be 
on your way. You trusted me and 
now you are well!’

And so the Samaritan went. 
Praising God. Louder and louder 
and louder.

Introduction:

Jesus told this story to remind his listeners of the importance of saying 
‘thank you’ when we receive good things.

Learning Alternatively, you may wish to use this story by Bob Hartman (Based on Luke 17.11-19)

Reflecting 

Only one of the ten people 
Jesus healed came back to say 
‘thank you’.

•		How	would	you	feel	if	you	 
 gave your friend a great  
 present and they walked off  
 without saying ‘thank you’?

•		Is	there	something	you	have		
 taken for granted and  
 forgotten to say ‘thank you’  
 for? 

•		Say	a	small	‘thank	you’	now		
 for something you are  
 grateful for.

13



14Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 3: Saying ‘thank you’

After each line of this prayer, you may wish to join in 
with the words, ‘Lord, remind us to say ‘thank you’.’

Leader: When our friends and family are generous with 
gifts,

All: Lord, remind us to say ‘thank you’.

Leader: When our friends and family are generous with 
their time,

All: Lord, remind us to say ‘thank you’.

Leader: When friends and family show us that we are 
loved,

All: Lord, remind us to say ‘thank you’.

Amen.

Responding

As we remember that we should show our gratitude 
and say ‘thank you’,

May God the Father encourage us,

God the Son befriend us,

And God the Holy Spirit support us.

Amen.

Sending

Thought for the Day...

‘Before I get out of bed, I am saying ‘thank you’. I know how important 
it is to be thankful.’
(Al Jarreau, musician, 1940-)

Background: Al Jarreau is an American jazz singer who has recorded 20 albums, spanning five decades. He has 
won numerous Grammy Awards for his music and received a star on the Hollywood Hall of Fame in 2001.

14
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Light the candle

Greeting Option 1  

On our Worship Table today we have the Bible, God’s 
word; the cross of Jesus His Son; and the candle which 
we light to remind us of God’s Holy Spirit.

The Bible is open at Luke 12.15 - Take care, be on your 
guard against covetousness.

We also have a holiday brochure.

Greeting Option 2

We have gathered together as a family to think about 
our value Thankfulness.

Envy stops us being thankful

Thankfulness

Thankfulness 4: Envy stops us being thankful
Values for LifeSavers

Worship Table
•	Bible	open	at	Luke	12.15	-	Take	care,	be	on	your	

guard against covetousness.

•	A	cross	and	a	candle.

•	Holiday	brochure	(ideally	for	Disneyland). 

Leader’s Background Notes
The words of Jesus recorded in the book of Luke 
are a warning against envy. They also provide 
advice about what is really important for a 
fulfilled life.

4

Welcome
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16Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 4: Envy stops us being thankful

Bella: (looking at a holiday 
brochure and sobbing). 

Barney: What’s up Bella? You OK?

Bella: (crossly) No I’m not!

Bob: It must be really bad. I’ve 
never seen you cry like this before. 
Has your hamster died?

Bella: No! (sobs some more).

Barney: Lost your place in the 
netball team?

Bella: No! (sobs some more). 

Barney: Mrs Brown told you off?

Bella: (very irritated) No! 

Bob: What is it then?

Bella: My Mum and Dad said we 
could go to Disneyland next year 
with Harriet’s family. But now we 
can’t go because they haven’t got 
enough money. It’s so not fair!

Bob: Well I expect your Mum and 
Dad are upset too Bella. I bet they 
were also really looking forward 
to it.

Bella: They’re not as upset as 
me, that’s for sure. No one could 
be! I told them to just borrow the 
money, but they said ‘no’ because 
they wouldn’t be able to pay it 
back. I’m so angry.

Bob: We can’t always have just 
what we want, Bella.

Bella: But Harriet and her Mum 
and Dad are still going. Just now 
she was showing me all the places 
they are planning to visit (holds 
up the brochure) Then, next year, 
she’ll come back bragging about 
all the things she’s done, I know 
she will. It will all get worse and 
worse. (starts sobbing again).

Barney: Well it’s going to be a 
pretty miserable year, Bella, if you 
are going to spend the whole time 
being envious of Harriet’s holiday!

Bella: You just don’t understand, 
you two. Call yourself friends! It’s 
just so not fair! (Bella stalks off).

(Barney and Bob shrug their 
shoulders and walk off). 

Children can perform the drama 
themselves. Alternatively, use puppets.

Learning

Reflecting 

Put up on the screen the  
Bible text for today - Luke 
12.15. Ask if there is anyone 
who can read the word 
‘covetousness’. Is there anyone 
who could suggest what it 
might mean? 

  What do you think are 
the problems that come with 
wanting what other people 
have? Take a moment to reflect 
and then discuss with your talk 
partner. 

Puppet Drama

Introduction:

Ask a member of staff to come forward and describe a time when they wanted  
something new very much and then felt cross because they couldn’t have it.

Ask the children if they have felt like that about something they wanted. 

Bella is feeling very ‘hard done by’ and discontent. Let’s find out what’s  
happened.

16



17Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 4: Envy stops us being thankful

Naaman, the commander of the 
Syrian army, had a serious disease 
called leprosy. So when Elisha, the 
prophet of Israel, healed him, he 
was very grateful. 

As a way of saying, ‘thank-you’, 
he offered Elisha 30,000 pieces of 
silver, 6,000 pieces of gold, and 10 
changes of the finest clothing.

Elisha knew that it wasn’t his own 
power that had healed Naaman. It 
was the power of God. And so he 
politely said, ’No, thank-you.’

And so, instead of leaving all that 
treasure with the prophet, Naaman 
took something back to Syria - two 
mule-loads of soil. His hope was to 
spread it on the ground back home 
and worship the God of Elisha on it 
- the God who had saved him. 

But as Naaman disappeared up 
the road, his wagons still stacked 
with treasure, and his mules now 
burdened with soil, Elisha’s servant, 
Gehazi, began to feel a bit envious.

’What a shame,’ he sighed. 
’Naaman offered my master all that 
treasure, and Elisha has let him off 
without getting a thing. Surely there 
is something for me in this!’

And so Gehazi ran after Naaman. 
And when Naaman noticed that 
someone was following him, he 
stopped his chariot, climbed down, 
and asked, ’Is everything all right?’

The greed had really taken control 
of Gehazi, so he decided to tell 
Naaman a big fat lie.

’As it happens,’ he said, ‘two young 
prophets have just arrived at Elisha’s 
house. They could really use some 
of the money you wanted to give 
him. So he has sent me to ask you 
for a talent of silver and a change of 
clothing for each of them.’

’Of course!’ said Naaman, more 
than eager to help the friends of 
the man who had healed him. And 
he gave two talents of silver and 
two changes of clothing to two of 
his servants, and sent them off with 
Gehazi.

Now a talent of silver weighed 
about 35 kilos, which was a lot of 
silver. And Gehazi had asked for 
TWO of them. He was way past 
greedy now and his plan looked 
perfect.

The only problem was that Elisha 
would no doubt be suspicious if 
Naaman’s two servants arrived with 
the treasure. So just before they 
came in view of Elisha’s house, 
greedy Gehazi said, ’Thanks very 
much for your help, men, but I can 
take care of things from here.’

And he took the treasure from the 
servants, and hid it.

When Elisha saw Gehazi, he said to 
him, ’So where have you been?’

’Nowhere,’ Gehazi shrugged. ’Why 
do you ask?’

’I’m a prophet,’ Said Elisha. ’God 
shows me things, remember? So 
when I saw the man in the chariot 
stop and speak with you, and when 
he loaded you up with treasure, 
well, it broke my heart.’

In spite of everything he’d seen his 
master do, Gehazi hadn’t counted 
on this - because his greed had 
blinded him to everything but the 
treasure he so badly wanted.

’And that’s not all I see,’ Elisha 
sighed. ’You will receive the same 
disease that Naaman was cured of.’

And so Gehazi did. And so he 
left the prophet’s house, his skin 
covered with leprosy, envious now 
for the life he’d lost. All because of 
his greed.

Introduction:

Talk with your talk partners and try to come up with a meaning for the word ‘envy’. (Provide a dictionary and 
ask someone to read out the actual definition). The word in the Bible which is often used instead of ‘envy’ is 
‘covetousness’. It is about wanting what someone else has and this can lead 
people to do bad things which spoil life for themselves and others. This 
story from the old testament of the Bible provides a warning about being 
envious. 

Learning Alternatively, you may wish to use this story by Bob Hartman (Based on 2 Kings 5. 1-27)

Reflecting 

Gehazi had a good job and 
would have been well looked 
after	by	his	master,	Elisha.	Do	
you think Gehazi was thinking 
more about the things he had 
or the things he didn’t have?

When we envy what others 
have, this stops us from 
enjoying the good things we 
already have and being thankful 
for them.

•		Can	you	think	of	a	time	when		
 you have wanted something  
 that belonged to someone  
	 else?	How	did	you	it	make		
 you feel?

•		Now	think	about	the	good		
	 things	you	do	have.	How		
 does that make you feel?

17



18Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 4: Envy stops us being thankful

18

After each line of this prayer, you may wish to join in 
with the words, ‘Lord, help us to be happy with what 
we have.’

Leader: When we are discontent and envious of 
others,

All: Lord, help us be happy with what we have. 

Leader: When we are greedy and want more than we 
need,

All: Lord, help us to be happy with what we have.

Leader: When forget to be thankful for the many good 
things we already possess,

All: Lord, help us to be happy with what we have.

Amen.

Responding

As we learn how to grow in contentment,

May God the Father encourage us,

God the Son befriend us,

And God the Holy Spirit support us.

Amen.

Sending

Thought for the Day...

‘He who envies others does not obtain peace of mind.’
(Gautama Buddha, spiritual sage and founder of Buddhism)

Background: Buddha was a wise man or sage, who is believed to have lived and taught in the Indian subcontinent 
sometime between 600 and 400 BC. According to Buddhist traditions, he spent 29 years as a prince before 
rejecting his position and wealth in order to seek a simpler, more spiritual way of living. His teachings about life and 
death form the basis of the Buddhist religion.
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Light the candle

Greeting Option 1  

On our Worship Table today we have the Bible, God’s 
word; the cross of Jesus His Son; and the candle which 
we light to remind us of God’s Holy Spirit.

The Bible is open at Psalm 24 - The earth is the Lord’s 
and everything in it.

We also have some natural objects.

Greeting Option 2

We have gathered together as a family to think about 
our value Thankfulness.

Being grateful for God’s creation

Thankfulness

Thankfulness 5: Being grateful for God’s creation
Values for LifeSavers

Worship Table
•	Bible	open	at	Psalm	24	-The	earth	is	the	Lord’s	and	

everything in it.

•	A	cross	and	a	candle.

•	Depending	on	the	time	of	year,	acorns,	cones,	
conkers, a tree seedling in a pot etc. 

Leader’s Background Notes
Christians believe that God created the world 
and that everything in it belongs to Him - forests, 
oceans, mountains, animals and even us! Seeing 
the world as a gift from God helps us to be 
thankful and encourages us to look after the 
environment. This enables us to please God and to 
pass on His gift to future generations.

5

Welcome
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20Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 5: Being grateful for God’s creation

Bob: I liked the thank-you prayer 
you wrote, Bella; that one about 
trees that you read in class this 
morning. 

Bella: Well I just think we don’t 
appreciate how beautiful they are 
and how much we depend on 
them for the air that we breathe. 
My Dad says that trees are 
priceless.

Barney: Did you see the 
programme on TV last night about 
the destruction of the rainforests. 
I can’t believe how many trees 
are being cut down every single 
minute!

Bob: You don’t have to go to 
a rainforest to see trees being 
cut down. The free paper that 
gets put through our doors was 
saying there’s a plan to cut down 
twelve oak trees in that field 
where they want to build that new 
supermarket?

Bella: Oh no! I love climbing those 
trees.

Barney: We’ve already got three 
supermarkets in town! Why do we 
need another one?

Bob: That’s business for you. It’s all 
about making as much money as 
possible and hard luck to anything 
that gets in the way!  

Bella: Well, it doesn’t have to be 
all about money. When the pie 
company built a factory by the old 
canal, they cleaned up the water 
and planted loads more trees. It’s 
really nice down there now. We go 
there for picnics.

Barney: There must be something 
we can do?

Bob: It said in the paper that 
there’s a meeting this afternoon in 
the Church Hall. The people from 
the supermarket are going to be 
there to listen to what local people 
think about their plans.

Barney: What are we waiting for? 
Let’s get down there right now!

Children can perform the drama 
themselves. Alternatively, use puppets.

Learning

Reflecting 

Bella’s	Dad	said	that	trees	are	
priceless. What do you think 
he meant?

Helping	to	protect	the	
environment is one way in 
which we can show we are 
thankful for God’s creation.

  Can you think of any other 
ways that we can do this? 
Share ideas with your talk 
partner.

Puppet Drama

Introduction:

To appreciate something, you first have to notice it. Talk about what you  
have brought for the Worship Table.

As you come to school each day, what do you notice in God’s gift of creation  
that you are thankful for?   Tell your talk partner. Encourage the  
children to be specific as they feed back to everyone.

Bella has been sharing her love of trees with her friends.
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21Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 5: Being grateful for God’s creation

Telling tips: Tell your group that 
they need to be ready to shout 
‘Wahoo!’ at the appropriate 
place at the end of each verse.

There was nothing at all, till God 
said, “Light!”

Then the light he called, “Day”, 
and the darkness “Night”.

He made it all good, for me and 
for you.

So let’s give him thanks and shout 
out “Wahoo!”

Then God made the heavens, 
way up high.

And the waters below, 
underneath the blue sky. 

He made it all good, for me and 
for you.

So let’s give him thanks and shout 
out “Wahoo!”

Then God pulled the land up out 
of the seas.

And covered it over with flowers 
and trees.

He made it all good for me and 
for you.

So let’s give him thanks and shout 
out “Wahoo!”

He called forth the sun, so we’d 
have heat and light.

And the moon and the stars to 

brighten the night.

He made it all good for me and 
for you.

So let’s give him thanks and shout 
out “Wahoo!”

Then God filled the waters with 
splashing things.

And called for a sky full of things 
with wings.

He made it all good for me and 
for you.

So let’s give him thanks and shout 
out “Wahoo!”

“Come forth, Hoppers!” God 
called. “And Lopers and Leapers,

And Trampers and Trompers, and 
Crawlers and Creepers!”

He made it all good for me and 
for you.

So let’s give him thanks and shout 
out “Wahoo!”

And then God made people, like 
me and like you.

And said, “Here’s my world. I lend 
it to you

To use, and to cherish, and watch 
over, too

So let’s give him thanks and shout 
out “Wahoo!”

Introduction:

This is a poem about the creation of the world. Listen very carefully to 
the last verse in which we are reminded of our responsibility to look after 
it.

Learning Alternatively, you may wish to use this story by Bob Hartman (Based on Genesis 1.1-31)

Reflecting 

•	How	many	different	elements		
 of creation mentioned in this  
 poem can you think of?

•		The	last	verse	says,	‘Here’s 
 my world. I lend it to you.’ 
 What do you think this means 
 and how do you think we 
 ought to respond?
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22Values for LifeSavers
Thankfulness 5: Being grateful for God’s creation

After each line of this prayer, you may wish to join in 
with the words, ‘Thank you, Father God.’

Leader: For the wonders of creation in our streets,

All: Thank you, Father God.

Leader: For the wonders of creation in our parks and 
fields,

All: Thank you, Father God.

Leader: For the wonders of creation in the grounds of 
our school,

All: Thank you, Father God.

Amen.

Responding

As we look with fresh eyes at the amazing world around 
us, 

May God the Father encourage us,

God the Son befriend us,

And God the Holy Spirit support us.

Amen.

Sending

Thought for the Day...

‘If you don’t get outside every day, even for a minute, you have 
not appreciated what God has done. It makes you grateful for your 
surroundings, and starts your day differently.’
(Johnny Cash, American singer-songwriter, 1932-2003)

Background: Johnny Cash is widely considered to be one of the most influential musicians of the 20th century 
and is among the best-selling artists of all time, having sold more than 90 million records worldwide. Whilst he is 
primarily remembered as a country music icon, his songs also embrace rock and roll, blues, folk and gospel.
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Giving to others is a practical way to show that we are 
thankful for what we have.

For Christians, the giving of money and time is a practical 
expression of thanksgiving to God.

It is better to count our blessings than moan or worry 
about our difficulties.

Christians are encouraged to be thankful in all circumstances, 
though not for all circumstances.

It is important to say ‘thank you’ when someone is kind or 
generous to us.

Christians are encouraged to thank others and to thank God 
through prayer, worship and action. 

Envy – or wanting what others have – makes us unhappy 
and stops us being thankful for what we do have.

‘Do not envy’ or ‘covet’ is one of the ten commandments 
that Christians seek to follow.

Enjoying the beauty of the world around us is good reason 
to be thankful and to care for our environment.

Seeing the world as a gift from God helps Christians to be 
thankful and encourages us to care for the environment. 

Thankfulness
Thankfulness is an attitude of heart, acknowledging and enjoying all the good things 
that we have been given.

Principle Christian belief

LifeSavers Core Values
Values for LifeSavers
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