
Whilst each assembly plan offers new

material, there is also an element of

repetition in order that children and staff

may become comfortable with a familiar

pattern. 

Each assembly plan begins with a

Greeting, followed by the Learning and

Reflecting sections. 

Brief background notes for leaders

highlight the key learning focus for each

assembly plan and ensure that the

underlying teaching is clear. 

For the Learning section, schools are

provided with a story and drama

sketches which can be acted out by the

children themselves.  

The Reflecting section gives children an

opportunity to respond to the stories

and drama sketches with open

questions to encourage them to relate

these to their own lives. In some

situations, it may be appropriate for

children to reflect on these questions

with each other in pairs. 

The Thought of the Day section brings

each assembly plan to a close. 

Schools are best placed to decide how

and when to use these assembly plans. 

They are suitable for a variety of

groupings and may be used over a

period of time or in a 'block'. They

could also function as a 'launch' for

exploring one of the Five Big Questions. 

Learning: Story Time & Role Play

...

How to use this resource...

Both the Five Big Questions About Money 

and Values for LifeSavers are based upon 

the same four core values (listed to the 

right).  

There are four assembly plans for each core 

value. The structure is always the same and 

follows the pattern below: 

Values for LifeSavers

Thought of the Day...

Welcome to Values for LifeSavers, a set of assembly plans for primary schools. 

We hope that you and your children will enjoy using the materials which are 

designed to complement the LifeSavers Five Big Questions About Money. 

Wisdom
Wisdom is a proper understanding of the consequences of our thoughts,

words, and actions, and an awareness of the true value of things. 

Justice
Justice is ensuring that all people, especially the poor and oppressed,

receive what is fair and right -- life, freedom, dignity, and a decent

standard of living for the society in which they live. 

Thankfulness

Generosity

Thankfulness is an attitude of heart, acknowledging and enjoying all the 

good things that we have been given. 

Generosity is the desire to share what we have with others -- our time 

and talents, as well as our money and possessions. 

Greeting

Reflecting



Learning: Story Time

Reflecting ...

What do you think are the 

problems that come with 

wanting what other people 

have? Take a moment to reflect 

and then discuss with your talk 

partner.

Welcome

Count your 

Blessings

Thankfulness

Learning: Role Play

Today we will be reflecting on the value of Thankfulness. Take a piece of 

white paper with a black dot in the middle; ask the children what they see - 

hopefully one will say the black dot! The paper is almost all white, but many 

will have noticed the black dot. We are all tempted to take for granted the 

things in our lives we can be thankful for - like the white of the paper - and 

we focus on the things that aren't going so well - the black smudge. 

Perhaps there are things in your life that are difficult and make it hard for 

you to feel thankful? Think of what they are and then try to think of what is 

left, What you can be thankful for? 

Bella:  (looking at a holiday brochure and 

sobbing). 

Barney:  What’s up Bella? You OK? 

Bella: (crossly) No I’m not! 

Bob:  It must be really bad. I’ve never seen you 

cry like this before. Has your hamster died? 

Bella: No! (sobs some more). 

Barney: Did you loose your place in the netball 

team? 

Bella: No! (sobs some more). 

Barney:  Mrs Brown told you off?  

Bella:  (very irritated) No! 

Bob:  What is it then? 

Bella: My Mum and Dad said we could go to 

Disneyland next year with Harriet’s family. But 

now we can’t go because they haven’t got 

enough money. It’s so not fair! 

Bob: Well I expect your Mum and Dad are upset 

too Bella. I bet they were also really looking 

forward to it. 

Bella is feeling very hard done by. Let's find out what happened... 

 

Thought of the Day...

(Gautama Buddha, spiritual sage and 

founder of Buddhism) 

Background: Buddha was a wise man or 

sage, who is believed to have lived and 

taught in the Indian subcontinent 

sometime between 600 and 400 BC. 

According to Buddhist traditions, he 

spent 29 years as a prince before 

rejecting his position and wealth in order 

to seek a simpler, more spiritual way of 

living. His teachings about life and death 

form the basis of the Buddhist religion. 

’He who envies others 

does not obtain peace of 

mind’ 

King Midas was a very greedy king. Even though he was very rich he always craved for more and 

more. One day, he called his court magician and commanded, “find me a spell that can get me 

more treasures than I already have”. The magician said, “Your majesty, I can give you a power that 

no one else in this world has. Anything that you touch will turn into gold’ (have everyone go 

'ooooohhh'). 

The king was delighted with his good fortune. Everything he touched turned into gold. He turned 

trees, grass, tables, chairs, flowers, and vases into gold. He thought that he must be the richest 

man in the world (mime touching objects and them turning to gold). 

But in the evening, when he sat down for supper, King Midas was dismayed. His food turned into 

gold the moment he touched it and he had to go to bed without any food! (everyone rub their 

belly's with hunger) However, King Midas was too greedy to be sad about it. 

The next morning, the king’s daughter ran to hug her father. But alas! The minute she kissed him, 

she turned into a gold statue! (have everyone look shocked!) King Midas, who loved his daughter 

very much so was very sad and he ran to the magician for help. He cried, “Please help me, O 

Magician! I don’t want to be rich anymore. I only want my beloved daughter back.” The magician 

changed everything back to normal. (have everyone go 'Phew' and wipe their brow). King Midas 

had learnt his lesson and was never greedy again. 



Learning: Role Play

Saying Thank 

You

WelcomeThankfulness

Learning: Story Time - Androcles and the Lion

A long time ago, a slave named Androcles 

escaped from his master and fled into the 

forest, where he wandered there for a long 

time, lost and tired. (Have everyone rub their 

eyes and act tired) 

As he was walking, he heard a lion near him 

moaning and roaring terribly. And when he 

looked through the trees, there he saw the lion 

coming towards him. (Have everyone look 

scared). He feared for his life and turned to 

run, but instead of attacking him the lion 

collapsed, rolling around in agony and looking 

up at Androcles. On closer inspection he saw 

that the lion's right paw was swollen and 

bloody; a great big thorn had got stuck in the 

lion's paw. 

Plucking up courage, he seized hold of the 

thorn and drew it out of the lion’s paw, who 

roared with pain when the thorn came out, but 

soon after found such relief from it that he 

rubbed up against Androcles, and showed 

 that he knew, that he was truly thankful for 

being relieved from such pain. (Have the 

children mime looking relieved and grateful) 

Welcome

Reflecting ...

Saying ‘thank you’ is important 

to the person you are thanking 

as it shows that you 

understand and appreciate the 

worth of what has been given. 

Can you think of someone in 

your life who deserves 

to be thanked because they 

have been very generous in 

what they have given to you? 

Don’t forget that you can be 

generous with your time and 

your love as well as your 

money. 

Thought of the Day...

(Lewis Carrol, writer of Alice in Wonderland 

and Through the Looking Glass) 

 

Background: The imaginative writer better 

known as Lewis Carrol, although he was a 

mathematician, is best known as the author of 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland (1865) and 

Through the Looking Glass (1872), children's 

books that are among the most popular of all 

time. His work includes many examples of 

literary nonsense within his fantastical worlds. 

Here is a verse from a poem titled the 

Jabberwocky : 

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son! 

     The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! 

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun 

     The frumious Bandersnatch!” 

'One of the deep secrets 

of life is that all that is 

really worth the doing is 

what we do for others.' 

One day, a number of soldiers came marching 

through the forest and found Androcles. They 

took him prisoner and brought him back to 

the town where he was condemned to death 

for having fled from his master. (Oh no!) 

Now it used to be the custom to throw 

murderers and other criminals to the lions and 

Androcles was no different. 

The Emperor of Rome was in the royal box 

that day and gave the signal for the lion to 

come out and attack Androcles. But when it 

came out of its cage and got near Androcles, 

instead of jumping upon him, it rubbed up 

against him, and stroked him with its paw. 

(have everyone say Awww) 

It was of course the lion which Androcles had 

met in the forest. The Emperor was so 

impressed by the bond the Lion and 

Androlces shared that the emperor pardoned 

Androcles immediately and ordered his 

master to set him free, while the lion was 

taken back into the forest and let loose to 

enjoy freedom once more. (Cheering)

(Bob and Barney arrive carrying towels. They are off 

to the swimming pool). 

Bella: Barney and I had a great time at Harriet’s 

party last night. It’s a shame you couldn’t come, 

Bob. 

Bob: I know, we had an away match and we were 

back too late. Why was it so good  then? 

Bella: Well, we all went to that new pasta place. You 

know the one down by the station. 

Bob: Woah! That must have cost a lot! 

Bella: I know, Harriet’s Mum has been saving  up for 

ages,  but they are giving special deals if you book 

for more than five. (Looks at watch) Where’s  Barney 

he should have been  here  at least  10 minutes 

ago? 

Barney: (arrives huffing and puffing) Hi Bella, Hi 

Bob, sorry I’m late but I’ve just been round to 

Harriet’s  house. 

Bella: (crossly) What for? 

Barney: I went round to see Harriet’s Mum on my 

way here to thank her for the party. That pasta place

is brilliant Bob! 

Bella: (embarrassed) Hmm. I 

never thought about saying ‘thank you’. 

Barney: I think it meant a lot to them that I 

went round. 

Bella: I guess it’s too late now. 

Bob: It’s never too late Bella. Let’s go there 

on our way to the swimming pool. 

Bella: Good plan, let’s go! 

(They all exit the way Barney has come from).

Barney and Bella have been to a party. Let’s hear how it went...

Today we will be reflecting on the value of thankfulness. Saying thank 

you is an important part of showing you appreciate someone or 

something. 

How would you feel if you gave your friend a great present and they 

walked off without saying ‘thank you’? 

Is there something you have taken for granted and forgotten to say 

‘thank you’ for? 

Have everyone say a small ‘thank you’ now for something they are 

grateful for. 



Learning: Story Time

  

Being grateful for the 

world around us

WelcomeThankfulness Welcome

Reflecting ...

How many different things 

around you can you see that 

you've never noticed before?  

The last verse says, ‘No one is 

able to count them’ What do 

you think this means and how 

do you think we ought to 

respond? 

Are there any places near 

where you live that you like to 

visit to spend time with the 

world around you e.g. parks, 

woods, lakes, gardens or 

even tree houses? 

Thought of the Day...

Background: The Oprah Winfrey Show was one of the most popular TV programmes of 

its kind, opening up discussion of personal and social issues to a mass audience with her 

unique style of interviewing people. Oprah Winfrey is America’s  first and only black 

person to become a multi-billionaire, and has given away over $400 million   to 

educational causes and other charity projects. 

'Be thankful for what you have; you'll end up having more. 

If you concentrate on what you don't have, you will never, 

ever have have enough.' 

 

Bella has been sharing her love of trees with her friends. Let's see what happens... 

Bob: I liked your show and tell this morning, 

Bella; that one about trees. 

Bella: Well I just think we don’t appreciate how 

beautiful they are and how much we depend on 

them for the air that we breathe. My Dad says 

that trees are priceless. 

Barney: Did you see the programme on TV last 

night about the destruction of the rain-forests. 

I can’t believe how many trees are being cut 

down every single minute! 

Bob: You  don’t have to go to a rainforest to see 

trees being cut down. The free  paper that 

gets put through our doors was saying there’s a 

plan to cut down twelve oak trees in that field 

where they want to build that new supermarket? 

Bella: Oh no! I love climbing those trees. 

Barney: We’ve already got three supermarkets in 

town! Why do we need  another one? 

Bob: That’s business for you. It’s all about making 

as much money as possible and hard luck to 

anything that gets in the way! 

Bob: It said in the paper that there’s a 

meeting this afternoon in the Church Hall. 

 The  people  from the supermarket are 

going to be there to listen to what local 

people think about their plans. 

Barney: What are we waiting for? Let’s  get 

down there  right now! 

(Oprah Winfrey, US talk show host, philanthropist, 1954-)

Bella: Well, it doesn’t have to be all about 

money. When the pie company built a factory 

by the old canal, they cleaned up the water 

and planted loads more trees. It’s really nice 

down there now. We go there for picnics. 

Barney: There must be something we can do?

Many poets have been inspired to write about the 

Earth and it's beauty. Here is an extract from a 

poem by Nigerian poet Paul Nganje: 

Earth you are so glorious, 

Your vast beauty is breath-taking. 

Every part of you is beautiful and awesome, 

From the deepest oceans to the skies, 

From the highest mountains to the lowest valleys, 

The grains of sand of your deserts are absolutely 

inestimable, 

No one is able to count them. 

Activity: 

To appreciate something, you have to 

notice it. Talk about what you see around 

you, what you walk past everyday that you 

are thankful for. Encourage the children to 

be specific as they feedback to everyone - 

suggest some of the students with the 

best answers try to turn their what they are 

thankful of into a poem like the one we 

just read. 

Learning: Role Play

In many religions, people believe that God (or the gods) created the world 

and that everything in it belongs to them - forests, oceans, mountains, 

animals and even us! Seeing the world as a gift from (the) God(s) helps 

them to be thankful and encourages them to look after the environment. 

They believe it is their responsibility to look after the world for future 

generations. 

You might not think anyone has created the world or owns it, but that 

doesn't mean that the world isn't special or worth protecting. Who do you 

think has the responsibility to look after the world? And how do you think 

you could help to protect it?
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