
Whilst each assembly plan offers new

material, there is also an element of

repetition in order that children and staff

may become comfortable with a familiar

pattern. 

Each assembly plan begins with a

Greeting, followed by the Learning and

Reflecting sections. 

Brief background notes for leaders

highlight the key learning focus for each

assembly plan and ensure that the

underlying teaching is clear. 

For the Learning section, schools are

provided with a story and drama

sketches which can be acted out by the

children themselves.  

The Reflecting section gives children an

opportunity to respond to the stories

and drama sketches with open

questions to encourage them to relate

these to their own lives. In some

situations, it may be appropriate for

children to reflect on these questions

with each other in pairs. 

The Thought of the Day section brings

each assembly plan to a close. 

Schools are best placed to decide how

and when to use these assembly plans. 

They are suitable for a variety of

groupings and may be used over a

period of time or in a 'block'. They

could also function as a 'launch' for

exploring one of the Five Big Questions. 

Learning: Story Time & Role Play

...

How to use this resource...

Both the Five Big Questions About Money 

and Values for LifeSavers are based upon 

the same four core values (listed to the 

right).  

There are four assembly plans for each core 

value. The structure is always the same and 

follows the pattern below: 

Values for LifeSavers

Thought of the Day...

Welcome to Values for LifeSavers, a set of assembly plans for primary schools. 

We hope that you and your children will enjoy using the materials which are 

designed to complement the LifeSavers Five Big Questions About Money. 

Wisdom
Wisdom is a proper understanding of the consequences of our thoughts,

words, and actions, and an awareness of the true value of things. 

Justice
Justice is ensuring that all people, especially the poor and oppressed,

receive what is fair and right -- life, freedom, dignity, and a decent

standard of living for the society in which they live. 

Thankfulness

Generosity

Thankfulness is an attitude of heart, acknowledging and enjoying all the 

good things that we have been given. 

Generosity is the desire to share what we have with others -- our time 

and talents, as well as our money and possessions. 

Greeting

Reflecting



Learning: Role Play

Give to bless not 

to impress

WelcomeGenerosity

Learning: Story Time - The Bodhisattva Stories

Once upon a time, the Bodhisattva was born as a 

scholar and mastered all the scriptures. He 

became an ascetic and had a number of disciples. 

One day, while the Bodhisattva was walking 

through the forest with his disciple Ajita, he saw a 

hungry tigress about to eat her own cubs. Deeply 

moved, the Bodhisattva decided to offer himself 

as food for the tigress. He feared that his disciple 

would stop him from sacrificing his life and so the 

Bodhisattva sent Ajita away on an errand and 

placed himself in front of the tigress. “Grr…” 

growled the tigress and ripped the Bodhisattva 

apart. She and her cubs fed on him ravenously. 

When Ajita returned and saw his master’s 

blood-stained clothes, he shouted out in terror, 

“God Lord! These are the Master’s clothes. That 

means these creatures must have fed on him!” 

With a heavy heart Ajita returned to narrate how 

his master had sacrificed his own life out of charity 

and compassion. 

Welcome

Reflecting ...

What does Barney’s Grandpa 

mean when he says, ‘It is more 

blessed to give than to 

receive’? 

Talk to your partner about a 

time when you gave 

something away - money, a 

present etc. How did it make 

you feel? 

Share ideas with each other 

about other things that you 

can give away that you can’t 

actually see or touch but are 

very important. 

(Dalai Lama, monk and spiritual leader 

of Tibetan Buddhism, 1935-) 

Background: The Dalai Lama is greatly 

revered in the Buddhist world and is 

also highly respected as an 

international statesman and as a man of

great wisdom and peace. From humble 

beginnings - born in a cowshed in a 

remote part of Tibet - he has become 

one of the most respected world 

leaders. 

‘You have to start giving 

first and expect absolutely 

nothing.’ 

The Bodhisattva was once born as a deer. Every 

animal in the forest admired his handsome looks. 

One day, a prince came to hunt in the forest. 

“The forest is a good hunting ground,” remarked 

the prince when he saw the surrounding greenery 

with many birds chirping overhead and a variety 

of animals running around. The prince’s eyes fell 

on the deer and he followed it, aiming his bow 

and arrow. The charioteer drove the chariot at a 

breakneck speed but the deer ran even faster. 

Suddenly one of the wheels of the chariot came 

off and “Plop!” the prince fell headlong into the 

nearby river. “Help… Someone get me out, or 

else I’ll drown,” shouted the frightened prince 

who did not know how to swim. The deer, who 

was nearby, heard the prince’s cries and dragged 

him out of the water. Seeing that he was saved by 

the very deer he had wanted to shoot, the prince 

felt ashamed and vowed never to hunt animals. 

Thought of the Day...

Christmas and birthdays are both very special 

times of year. Who likes birthdays best?. Who 

likes Christmas best? Ask why. 

It’s Bella’s birthday today. Let’s see what she 

thinks. 

Bob & Barney: Happy birthday, Bella! 

Bella: Thank you. 

Bob: Barney and I have bought you a joint 

birthday present. We’ll bring it to your party after 

school. 

Barney: Are you having a great day? 

Bella: Yes! My birthday is the best day in the 

whole year! 

Bob: What even better than Christmas? 

Bella: Yes because on my birthday ALL the 

presents are for me! I’ve got loads of money 

from my Aunties and Uncles. 

Bob: I like Christmas best. Everyone is happy 

because everyone gets presents. Barney: My 

Grandpa says, ‘It’s more blessed to give than 

to receive.’  

Bella: How can that be right? Doesn’t your 

Grandpa like getting presents? 

Barney: I think so, but he says he loves seeing 

our faces when he gives us something he’s 

made. He’s a brilliant carpenter. Last year he 

made me a desk for my bedroom. 

Bella: Well I guess I see what he means. 

Christmas is a great time for everyone. 

Bob: Yeah, at Christmas you get the 

happiness of giving and receiving! 

Barney: See you tonight at the party. 

Bella: Don’t forget my present! 

Bob & Barney: We won’t! 

Here are two Buddhist stories about holy people called Bodhisattva who live again and again 

in many forms to help us. 

In both stories the Bodhisattva shows great generosity. How far would you go to help another 

person? Would you be knid to someone even if they had been mean to you? 

Today we will be reflecting on the value of Generosity. The idea of 

giving in humility rather than boastfully is a common theme in may 

cultures and religions.  

Do you think there is a difference between the word 'giving' and the 

word 'generosity'? 

One implies that you are loosing something, the other suggests a state 

of mind, that you always want to share what you have with other people. 

Which do you think it is better to do: to just give or to be generous?



Learning: Role Play

Plan to give first

WelcomeGenerosity Welcome

Reflecting ...

What did you think about 

Barney’s plans for his money? 

Why do you think Bob said 

maybe Barney should share the 

first bar of chocolate he buys 

with his Dad? 

How could you show your 

gratitude for the good things 

you have been given?  

Thought of the Day...

(Kierkegaard, Philosopher 1813-1855) 

Background: Søren Kierkegaard was a 

Danish philosopher, theologian, poet, 

social critic and religious author who is 

though to be the first existentialist 

philosopher - a philosopher who thought 

we do things not because of fate or 

destiny or god as many people at the 

time believed, but rather out of free will. 

He thought all our choices were entirely 

ours. 

Because of this he lived a rather 

miserable life and died when he was only 

42 years old. 

'Most men pursue 

pleasure with such 

breathless haste that 

they hurry past it. ' 

(Barney is busy counting out silver coins into piles) 

  

Barney: 50p for chocolate, 60p for crisps,  70p  on 

 fizzy drink… 

Bella: Wow Barney, that’s a lot of money!  

Barney: I know, (proudly) My Dad has got  a new 

job and he gave me £10! Hasn’t he been 

generous? He say’s I’m old enough to make wise 

choices   with  money.  

Bob: What are you going to do with it?  

Barney: Spend it of course! 

Bob: What, ALL of it? 

Barney:Yes. I’m going to spend 50p on chocolate, 

60p on crisps, 70p on fizzy drink.... 

Bella: Hmm... Do you think that’s what your Dad 

meant by making wise choices? 

Barney: Well it’s my money, I can do what I like 

with it and I’m going to spend it all on myself. 

Bella: It’s a good job your Mum and Dad don’t 

spend all their money on themselves, otherwise 

they wouldn’t be able to afford to give you £10! 

Bob: No, some parents can’t afford to give any 

money at all.  

Bella: I hope you said thank you to your Dad, 

Barney. 

Barney: (rather embarrassed) Err I can’t 

remember... maybe I’d better go and say  it 

 again,  just  to  make sure  (Barney exits). Bob: 

(calls after Barney) And maybe share the first bar 

of chocolate with your Dad! 

Talk with your partner about a gift that you have been given that you have really enjoyed. 

Raise your hand if the gift you talked about was given to you by a parent or another family 

member. Sometimes a gift comes in the form of money. 

Barney has been given some money. Let’s hear about what he plans to do with it... 

Learning: Story Time - Greedy Redbeard

Today we will be reflecting on the value of Generosity. 

In many religions it is part of the religion to give money to charity. In 

Islam it is known as Zakat, which literally means "purification," 

because Zakat is considered to purify one's heart of greed. 

Muslims believe love of money is natural and it takes firm belief in 

God for a person to part with some of his wealth. People feel that as 

money is a gift from God, it is not truly theirs and they must give it to 

those who need it more. Giving to others is an important part of most 

religions.

 As ever, the attack was a success, and they were 

soon busy moving the fabulous treasure from 

the galleon over to Redbeard's ship. Without 

doubt, this was a formidable haul of treasure, 

almost as big as what Redbeard already had. He 

rubbed his hands, thinking about continuing to 

multiply his riches. (Smile and Rub your hands 

together with glee.) 

When they had loaded all the treasure, they sank 

the galleon, and the pirates prepared a great 

feast to celebrate the deed. (Have everyone 

cheer). As drunk as they became, they didn’t 

realise that their own ship was gradually sinking, 

since the treasure haul had been so big and 

heavy that the boat could not stay afloat. 

By the time they realised, there was nothing that 

could be done. The ship went to the bottom of 

the sea with all its wicked pirates, led by 

Redbeard himself. (Have everyone 'glug, glug, 

glug' as though sinking.) And there they remain 

to this day, with the treasure trove that had 

become so huge it led to Redbeard's defeat. 

Redbeard was the fiercest, most terrifying pirate 

on the seven seas. (Have everyone go 'Aargh' like

a pirate.)They said his attacks and boardings 

throughout the World had amassed him a 

fabulous amount of treasure, the greatest ever 

known. (Aaahh, as though looking at treasure, 

get evryone to pick up a gold coin and look at it 

in awe.) Like any good pirate, Redbeard trusted 

no one, and always kept his treasure right under 

his feet, in the enormous hold of his ship. 

One day, he heard talk of a magnificent treasure 

that was to cross the sea in one of the World’s 

most powerful ships. It was a tremendously big 

galleon, and it was very well armed, but no one 

enjoyed stealing treasure from big ships and then

sinking them more than Redbeard, 

Even though he was already so rich that he would 

have needed many lifetimes simply to spend the 

gold and jewels he had amassed. So, the pirate 

carefully prepared an attack on the open sea. 

(Have everyone rub their hands together as 

though scheming.) 



Learning: Role Play

  

It's good for us, 

it's good for everyone

WelcomeGenerosity Welcome

Reflecting ...

People sometimes, ‘blow their 

own trumpet’. Turn to your talk 

partner and discuss what you 

think this means. Take 

feedback. 

In our story Bella and Barney 

both gave some money away. 

Which one of them ‘blew their 

own trumpet’?

Thought of the Day...

Background: Mother Teresa was born in Macedonia and moved to India at the age of 

19 to become a nun, where she spent much of her life caring for the poor and the 

dying in Calcutta. The work she started now extends to 133 countries with over 1 

million co-workers. Mother Teresa was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979 and 

was made a saint in 2003. 

’The person who gives with a smile is the best giver.’ 

Here a young boy helps everyone he comes across in every way he can. Let's see what happens... 

Once there was a small boy named Shankar. He 

belonged to a poor family.  One day, he was crossing 

through the forest carrying some wood. He saw an old 

man who was very hungry.  Shankar wanted to give 

him some food, but he did not have food for his own. 

 So he continued on his way.  On his way, he saw a 

deer who was very thirsty.  He wanted to give him 

some water, but he did not have water for himself.  So 

he went on his way ahead. 

Then he saw a man who wanted to make a camp but 

he did not have any wood.  Shankar asked his problem 

and gave some wood to him.  In return, he gave him 

some food and water.  Now he went back to the old 

man and gave him some food and gave some water to 

the deer.  The old man and the deer were very happy 

and Shankar went happily on his way. 

However, one day Shankar fell down the hill.  He was 

in pain but he couldn’t move and no one was there to 

help him.  

But, the old man who he had helped before 

saw him, he quickly came and pulled him up 

the hill. He had many wounds on his legs. The 

deer whom Shankar had given water saw his 

wounds and quickly went to the forest and 

brought some herbs.  After some time his 

wounds were covered.   All were very happy 

that they were able to help each other. 

(Mother Teresa, Catholic nun and missionary, 1910-1997) 

(Barney comes on first followed by Bella). 

Bella: (looking very pleased with herself) Hi Barney! 

Glad I found you. I’ve got something pretty cool to 

tell you about what happened at the school fete 

yesterday. 

Barney: Go ahead then.....did you win on the 

tombola? 

Bella: No. 

Barney: Did you knock all the coconuts off the 

stand? 

Bella: (irritated) Nooo! Do you want me to tell you 

or not? 

Barney: Sorry. I’m listening! 

Bella: Actually, I didn’t win something for myself, 

instead, I did something very kind and generous for 

May Ling. I paid for her to have a go on the Bouncy 

Castle because it was her birthday. I gave her 50 

pence! ... and that meant I didn’t have enough 

money to buy myself another ice cream!  

Barney: That was generous of you Bella. 

Bella: It was, wasn’t it? I was hoping you 

would be impressed. What about you? I 

didn’t see you having a go on many of the 

stalls. 

Barney: Oh ... Well ...    (Enter Bob.) 

Bob: Barney! There you are. I’ve been trying 

to find you! Thank you so much for giving me 

the money I needed to catch the bus home. 

(to Bella) That’s really generous of him, isn’t 

it? (Back to Barney) I bet you didn’t have 

much money left to go on the stalls at the 

fete, Barney, did you? 

Bella: (looks a bit embarrassed) You didn’t 

tell me about that Barney. 

Bob: Well, he didn’t want to boast about how 

kind he had been. He simply wanted to be 

generous for its own sake and without 

making a fuss about it. 

Learning: Story Time - The tale of Shankar

No-one can ignore a trumpet, it is very loud and everyone hears it. Often the trumpet is used to 

announce that something is about to happen. A very old saying tells us that people sometimes, 

‘blow their own trumpet’. 

Bella is about to learn what this means. 

Today we will be reflecting on the value of Generosity. The way in 

which money is given can be just as important as the amount that is 

given. The story we have today is all about giving in a quiet and 

humble way, whereas Bella in our role play wants everyone to know 

how generous she was.  

Can you think of a time when you have come across someone 

showing off about something they have done, such as giving money 

away to a charity? How could that have been done differently? Have 

you ever ‘blown your own trumpet’?  
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