
Whilst each assembly plan offers new

material, there is also an element of

repetition in order that children and staff

may become comfortable with a familiar

pattern. 

Each assembly plan begins with a

Greeting, followed by the Learning and

Reflecting sections. 

Brief background notes for leaders

highlight the key learning focus for each

assembly plan and ensure that the

underlying teaching is clear. 

For the Learning section, schools are

provided with a story and drama

sketches which can be acted out by the

children themselves.  

The Reflecting section gives children an

opportunity to respond to the stories

and drama sketches with open

questions to encourage them to relate

these to their own lives. In some

situations, it may be appropriate for

children to reflect on these questions

with each other in pairs. 

The Thought of the Day section brings

each assembly plan to a close. 

Schools are best placed to decide how

and when to use these assembly plans. 

They are suitable for a variety of

groupings and may be used over a

period of time or in a 'block'. They

could also function as a 'launch' for

exploring one of the Five Big Questions. 

Learning: Story Time & Role Play

...

How to use this resource...

Both the Five Big Questions About Money 

and Values for LifeSavers are based upon 

the same four core values (listed to the 

right).  

There are four assembly plans for each core 

value. The structure is always the same and 

follows the pattern below: 

Values for LifeSavers

Thought of the Day...

Welcome to Values for LifeSavers, a set of assembly plans for primary schools. 

We hope that you and your children will enjoy using the materials which are 

designed to complement the LifeSavers Five Big Questions About Money. 

Wisdom
Wisdom is a proper understanding of the consequences of our thoughts,

words, and actions, and an awareness of the true value of things. 

Justice
Justice is ensuring that all people, especially the poor and oppressed,

receive what is fair and right -- life, freedom, dignity, and a decent

standard of living for the society in which they live. 

Thankfulness

Generosity

Thankfulness is an attitude of heart, acknowledging and enjoying all the 

good things that we have been given. 

Generosity is the desire to share what we have with others -- our time 

and talents, as well as our money and possessions. 

Greeting

Reflecting



Learning: Storytime

Learning: Role Play 

Reflecting ...

Sometimes an action may not be

illegal but it is certainly not fair.  

Barney thinks he is offering Bob a

good deal. What do you think?

Discuss with your talk partner. 

Welcome

Fair and honest 

dealings with money

Justice

(Barney is absorbed, listening to his music 

through headphones). 

Bella: Hi, Barney. (No response from Barney so 

Bella taps him on the shoulder and looks him in 

the face and speaks louder) 

Bella: I said, ‘Hello, Barney’. 

Barney: Oh Hi, Bella. 

Bella: You got the new headphones then? 

Barney: Well, I ended up getting two pairs 

actually! 

Bella: How was that?  

Barney: I got so fed up of waiting for Christmas 

to come that I spent some of my savings on 

these. They cost £15. Then, my Aunty went and 

got me some for Christmas! They are exactly 

the same! 

Bella: Well you won’t need two pairs. (Bob 

arrives) 

Bob: Hi you two. Did you get those 

headphones for Christmas then Barney?  

Today we will be reflecting on the value of Justice. 

The focus here is on being fair and honest in our dealings with money – 

not seeking to take advantage of others or to deliberately mislead 

or exploit them. 

Scales are often used as a sign of justice. Refer to the balance. You may 

want to show a picture on the screen of the statue of justice with her 

scales above the Old Bailey in London. The right thing to do is not always 

clear straight away. We are always learning and sometimes we might 

disagree. 

But the leopard lay quietly in his tree, each night 

enjoying the thief’s escapades. 

However, one night the thief went on vacation, and 

after having waited a long while for him to appear, 

the leopard grew tired and decided to sleep for a 

while. When he woke up he found himself in a 

place very different from his usual tree, he was 

floating on the water of a small lake inside a cave, 

and around him he could see all those objects 

which, night after night, he had seen being 

stolen… the thief had cut down his tree and stolen 

his entire home along with the leopard 

himself! Well this was the last straw, so the 

leopard, taking advantage of the thief not being 

there, ran out and went straight to see the other 

animals to tell them where the thief had hidden all 

their things... 

They all praised the leopard for having discovered 

the thief and his hideout, and allowing them to 

recover their possessions. In the end, the animal 

who lost most from all this was the leopard, who 

couldn’t replant his magnificent tree and had to 

make do with a much inferior tree located in a very 

boring site... and he regretted having not been 

concerned at the problems of the other animals, 

now seeing that in the long run those very 

problems had become his own. 

Bob: Wish I’d had some. I did put them on my 

Christmas list but it didn’t work. (Barney has a 

thought!) 

Barney: I bought these ones myself actually, but I’ve 

got another pair now so I could sell you these. (Bob 

initially looks thrilled but then crestfallen). 

Bob: I could never afford them. How much would you 

charge? 

Barney: They would cost you £20. How much pocket 

money do you get? (Bella looks surprised and 

confused). 

Bob: £2 a week. 

Barney: OK You could pay me £2 a week for ten 

weeks. (Bob looks unsure.) 

Bob: I’ll need to think about it. But thanks Barney. I’d 

never be able to afford £20 in one go. (Bob leaves 

thoughtfully) 

Bella (outraged): Barney I can’t believe what has just 

happened!!! 

Barney: What do you mean?  

There was once a leopard in the jungle; and a very 

nocturnal leopard he was too. He could hardly 

sleep at night and, lying on a branch of his 

magnificent tree, he spent his time watching what 

was happening in the forest at night. This is how he 

came to learn that there was a thief in that forest. 

He would watch the thief go out every night with 

empty hands and return loaded up with his stolen 

loot. Sometimes the thief had nabbed the senior 

monkey’s bananas, other times he had filched the 

lion’s wig, or pinched the zebra’s stripes. One night 

he even snuck home with the big elephant’s false 

tusk, which the elephant had been secretly wearing 

for quite some time. 

However, as the leopard was a very quiet sort of 

cat, who lived at the margin of everything, he didn’t 

want to say anything to anyone. He didn’t see it as 

his business, and, if truth were told, he rather 

enjoyed discovering these little secrets. 

And so, thanks to the stealthy thief, quite a stir was 

being created in the world of the animals: the 

elephant felt ridiculous without his false tusk, and 

the zebra now looked like a white donkey, not to 

mention the lion who, now as bald as a lioness had 

lost all respect. Most of the other animals were in 

some similar position too. They were furious, 

confused or ridiculous. 

Barney and Bella have very different ideas about what is just and unjust. 
I wonder what you will think? 

Thought of the Day...

(Benjamin Harrison, 23rd president of 

the U.S.) 

Background: Justice is about much 

more than ‘caring and sharing’. That is 

part of it, but it is also about making 

sure that people are paid a fair price for 

the work that they do, so that they are 

able to support themselves and their 

families. Ask if anyone knows what ‘Fair 

Trade’ is. Accept the children’s 

suggestions. We rely on farmers, in our 

country and in other countries, to 

provide us with food, but many farmers 

are struggling because they are not 

receiving a fair price for what they 

produce. This means that they do not 

make enough money for themselves 

and their families to live on. 

I pity the man who wants 

a coat so cheap that the 

man or woman who 

produces the cloth will 

starve in the process. 

Bella: It’s so unjust! You only paid £15 for those 

headphones and now you’re charging Bob £5 

more than you paid AND you’ve used them AND 

you’ve got another pair!! 

Barney: Hang on Bella, it’s not unjust at all. I’m 

actually doing Bob a favour. It’s a really good deal. 

You heard him yourself. He wouldn’t be able to 

afford headphones at all if I didn’t let him pay 

weekly. 

(Barney puts the headphones on again and walks 

off, leaving Bella looking furious). 



Learning: Storytime

No Favouritism

Welcome
Justice

Learning: Role Play

The story could be improvised or told through mime or dance. 

   

Jack is holding a meeting in his house. He is quite proud of his house and 

has been vacuuming and dusting all day to get everything ready. When the 

first person comes, they arrive in a big, brand-new car. They are dressed in 

expensive clothes and clearly have lots of money. Jack welcomes this 

person very enthusiastically, offering them a drink, inviting them to sit in the 

largest and most comfy seat in the sitting room. 

Not long afterwards, a second person arrives. They have come a long way 

on foot. They are wet because it is raining and their clothes are old and 

rather shabby. 

 Jack is not so pleased to see this person. He does not offer them a drink, 

he doesn’t even bother to invite them to sit down. In fact, he actually tries 

his best to ignore them! Looking sad and disappointed, the second guest 

finds a corner of the room in which he sits to wait patiently for the meeting 

to begin. 

Welcome

Reflecting ...

In this story, the author encourages us to treat 

everyone with respect. 

Have you ever been made to feel less important than 

others? 

How does this affect the way you treat others?  

Thought of the Day...

(Scottish proverb) 

   

Background: The Scot's language is full of such pithy phrases, many of them dating back 

hundreds of years. Here are some other sayings about managing money that have been passed 

down through generations of Scots: ‘Look after the pennies and the pounds will take care of 

themselves’, ‘From saving comes having’, and ‘A fool may earn money, but it takes a wise man 

to keep it’. 

‘Do not judge by appearances. A rich heart may be under a 

poor coat.’  

Why do you think Jack tried to ignore his second visitor? Which 

words would you use to describe Jack’s character? Accept the 

children’s suggestions.  

Bob: There’s Barney! Looks as if he’s all by 

himself. 

Bella: That’s unusual, he has been with Ricky 

most of the holiday. I’ve hardly seen him. 

Bob: (calls over to Barney) Hi, Barney, 

everything OK? 

Barney: (sadly) Ehh.....yeah, s’pose so. 

Bella: You don’t sound very sure about that. 

Bob: Where’s Ricky? You two have been playing 

football together just about every day.  

Barney: He doesn’t want to play football with 

me anymore. 

Bella: Why’s that? 

Barney: He wants to play with Ryan on his 

tablet. It’s brand new and he’s got some 

brilliant games. He says he doesn’t want to be 

friends with me anymore. 

Bella: That’s dreadful! 

Bob: My Gran would call Ricky a ‘fair weather 

friend’. 

Bella: Being your friend shouldn’t depend on 

the fancy things you’ve got. 

Barney: I know that, but it obviously matters to 

Ricky. 

(Bob and Bella look at each other) 

Bella: But not to us Barney. We’re off down 

the park, want to come?

Barney is about to discover that not everybody 

can see past what you have and what you look 

like. 

Today we will be reflecting on the value of Justice.  

It is very easy to fall into the habit of treating people well if they are 

popular, good-looking or rich and not so well if they are none of these 

things. 

Reflecting ...

What do you think of ‘fair

weather friends’? Take a quiet

moment to reflect and then talk

with your partner. Think about

your own behaviour.  

Have you ever treated someone

differently because of what they

own or what they are good at or

the way that they look? 



Learning: Role Play

Fair shares for all

Welcome
Justice

Learning: Role Play

Barney and Bob are becoming impatient as they 

wait for Bella to return from the pizza shop). 

Barney: I wish Bella would get a move on, I’m 

starving! 

Bob: Maybe there’s a long queue. 

Barney: Hope she can get ham and pineapple. 

Sometimes they run out of them. 

Bob: I know, ham and pineapple must be 

everyone’s favourite! (Bella returns carrying a 

pizza box). 

Bella: Phew, it was so busy. I think half our school 

was in that shop buying pizza! 

Barney: I expect everyone is celebrating the end 

of term, like us! 

Bella: (opens the box) They let me borrow a pizza 

cutter in the shop so I’ve sliced it up into three 

bits already.  

Welcome

Reflecting ...

Can you think of a time when 

you thought you were treated 

unfairly? How did you feel? 

Some people in the world have 

more than enough food whilst 

others struggle to find enough 

to eat. How can we help to 

make things fairer in the world? 

Barney: You volunteered to go. 

Bob: And we’re both just as hungry as you, so 

I think we should all get the same sized slice. 

Barney: In my house, one person divides 

things up and the other one gets to choose 

first which bit they want. 

Bella: OK, OK, I’m sorry. You can try and even 

up the pieces, Bob. 

Finally on April 6th, Gandhiji arrived on the coast, picked up a 

piece of salty sand and declared: 

“With this, I am shaking the foundations of the British Empire.” 

He encouraged people to boycott the tax and make their own salt 

whenever and wherever it were convenient. There was 

pandemonium everywhere as people all over India began to 

produce illegal salt. The Dandi march was so successful in uniting 

people against the British that 60,000 people were imprisoned 

within a month. 

People all over began a mass civil disobedience movement by 

boycotting British goods and refusing to pay taxes they thought 

were unfair. 

What started as a peaceful protest against an unfair salt tax led to 

mass unity against British rule.  

Taxes on salt have been around long before the Dandi March in 1930. But 

under British rule, they were unfair and unbearable. 

By the 19th century the British East India Company had monopolised the salt 

trade to such an extent that by 1858 approximately 10% of the Company’s 

revenue was obtained from the salt trade alone. Remember that they were also 

dealing in hundreds of other commodities. 

They controlled their trade with high taxes and heavy restrictions that made it 

unaffordable even for the people who were producing the salt. 

The lack of salt in people’s diets led to deaths and disease due to iodine 

deficiency. Food shortages resulted since salt is an essential ingredient in food 

preservation. 

On March 12, 1930, Gandhi started to walk 390 km from Sabarmati Ashram 

towards Dandi (at the sea). This small group of 78 people soon became a 

procession 3 km long as Gandhi stopped in villages along the way to give 

speeches and inspire more people to join him. 

Mahatma Gandhi was the primary leader of India’s independence movement against British Rule 

and also the creator of a form of non-violent civil protest that would change the word; leaders 

such as Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King copied his example of fighting against those in 

power peacefully. He was killed by a terrorist in 1948. 

Here we have the story of one of his most famous protests against the British for making Salt 

more expensive. 

Today we will be reflecting on the value of Justice.  

Christians believe that God is unhappy when some people have 

more than enough, whilst others have very little and that one 

element of justice is about sharing what we have more fairly. 

Recent figures from Oxfam show that the richest 62 people in the 

world own as much as the poorest 3.5 billion - half of the world’s 

population. 

Can anyone say what the word sacrifice means? 
Bella is about to discover what it means to share fairly.

(Bob and Barney look into the box). 

Barney: Those pieces are nowhere near equal 

in size, Bella! One is definitely bigger than the 

other two. 

Bella: (looking sheepish) Well I did go and 

collect it, so I thought I deserved a bigger bit. 

Bob: Right then, let’s go and find a pizza 

cutter. 

‘The world has enough for everyones need, but not for 

everyone's greed.' 

(Mahatma Gandhi) 
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