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Designed to accompany the How to… guides, these Quick Start! ideas offer a 

selection of practical ideas about how to undertake family engagement within 

specific areas of school activity; not creating more work for you and your 

school but maximising the existing opportunities available for family learning.  

Family members like to attend assemblies, particularly if they feel there is a 

tangible benefit to themselves or their children, so when inviting them along 

make sure to give them lots of information about the assembly and include 

the objectives.  

Advance notice is always welcomed, or you could consider making a family 

learning assembly a regular diarised event once a half term. Working parents 

are unlikely to be able to take lots of time off their working day so you could 

even consider holding assemblies, or similar sessions, at the end of the day just 

before pick up.  

ASSEMBLIES 

Assembly ideas 

Award ceremonies – these could be held to raise awareness of financial educa-

tion through children’s active involvement in learning. You could give awards for 

regular savers if you have a savings club, for children who have researched and 

presented the most facts about money in a lesson, a child who has raised 

amount for charity etc.  

Plays – pick a play with a money theme that children could act out and show-

case for parents e.g. Jack and the Beanstalk, Millions, Three Little Pigs. For ideas 

and resources, check out Young Money’s website: www.young-money.org.uk.  

Video clips/news stories – focus the assembly on a recent local or national 

news story about money, or use a video clip about money to give family mem-

bers more information about financial education for themselves and teach the 

children valuable lessons.  

http://www.young-money.org.uk


 

 

Stories – tell a story at an assembly which will engage families as they develop 

their knowledge around money learning at school. Stories about money offer 

lots of opportunities for conversations at home and back in the classroom and 

you could consider exploring one or more of the stories below.  

 

 Millions, by Frank Cottrell Boyce  

 The Great Pet Sale, by Mick Inkpen 

 Horrid Henry stories, by Francesca Simon (also a TV series) 

 Billionaire Boy, by David Walliams (also a TV show)  

 Dogger, by Shirley Hughes  

 Nate the Great Goes Down in the Dumps, by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat 

 Master Money the Millionaire, by Allan Ahlberg  

 Daisy and the trouble with life, by Kes Gray  

Volunteers – ask parents, community members or staff who may have a story 

about money to tell, knowledge to share, or know of support available to come 

to an assembly and talk to pupils and their families.  

Themes – LifeSavers looks at financial education through the lens of four core 

values – generosity, wisdom, thankfulness and justice. The Five Big Questions 

About Money teaching resources explore these values in more detail. You could 

make links with your local church or credit union to deliver an assembly for your 

families. The Values for LifeSavers collective worship resource is also available to 

download from the LifeSavers website and contains more than 80 pages of ide-

as for acts of worship and assemblies.  
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Inviting families into school to meet with other parents and carers, have a cup 

of tea or coffee and find out more about what’s going on in their child’s class-

room is a great opportunity to engage in family and community learning. These 

sessions are a fairly informal way of engaging with families, but they also give 

parents and carers the chance to ask questions, share experiences and offer 

suggestions about what they want to learn and improve. 

COFFEE LEARNING MORNINGS 

Coffee learning morning ideas 

Sharing – adults often enjoy sharing stories and experiences just as much as 

children do, and by doing this they can understand what others are going 

through, learn from them and help each other. Some or all of the LifeSavers 

Parent’s Workshop activities could be delivered at a coffee learning morning, 

or it could simply be an opportunity for a meeting of minds focused around 

financial education. You could invite the credit union, local CAB, Church and 

other community groups to attend as they may be able to give presentations, 

share information or offer further support for families. Try to make sure that 

family members go away with something useful that they can use at home, 

either quick activities they could do with their children, or useful information for 

their own finances for example.  

Showing – think about the financial education that has been happening in 

school and how that can engage family members. Children can showcase 

their enthusiasm for learning about money and how it benefits them by running 

their own activities for family members and bringing their classroom work to 

display – you could arrange these events in line with parent’s evenings or end 

of term assemblies. 

Selling – are there members of the community that have their own small 

businesses? Part of the coffee learning mornings could be around showcasing 

how hobbies, interests or passions have led to businesses being created and 

demonstrating the financial education opportunities around this, ultimately 

raising aspirations of the children and families. 
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PLAYGROUND OPPORTUNITIES 

Websites for fun activities and direct advice around Maths for Parents include; 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16 

http://www.maths4mumsanddads.co.uk/ 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/maths-owl/at-school--2 

http://www.parentsintouch.co.uk/Help-your-child-at-home-with-maths 

Supporting – remember that family members aren’t necessarily highly skilled in 

maths or English and a bit of support at a coffee learning morning could en-

gage them with learning and developing their own knowledge as well as that 

of their children. Focused around a real life topic such as money allows family 

members to take their newly learnt skills home and in turn increase their child’s 

learning experiences.  

Make the most of the time you have with families as they are dropping off or 

picking up their children. Quick activities in the playground can be a great way 

to initiate and stimulate conversation and discussion, as well as being a great 

time to let parents and carers know about any other opportunities there are to 

engage with financial education in school e.g. volunteering with the savings 

club if you have one, or attending assemblies or coffee learning mornings.  

Questionnaires – use playground drop off and pick up times to canvas parents 

and carers to find out what they think their children should know or learn about 

money, what they would like to know or learn about money and what support 

they would like. With this information you can make sure that the engagement 

methods you choose are relevant to your school community. 

Playground activities  
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Wake and Shake – At the start of the school day do a ‘wake and shake’ activity 

in the playground with parents/carers and children. Use money related songs or 

poems – e.g. Money Money Money by Abba to get families talking about money 

together in a fun and positive way. Other songs about money include: 

 

 Billionaire - Travie McCoy ft. Bruno Mars  

 Easy Money - Bruce Springsteen 

 Luxurious - Gwen Stefani  

 Money (That's What I Want) - The Beatles 

 Money - 5 Seconds of Summer  

 Money, Money, Money - ABBA 

 Opportunities (Let's Make Lots of Money) - Pet Shop Boys  

 Rags to Riches - Tony Bennett 

 Rich Girl - Gwen Stefani  

 You Never Give Me Your Money - The Beatles 

 Fun Facts – Use some of the fun facts below to find out what parents and carers 

know about money, to stimulate discussion about money and introduce families 

to some of the things that their children might be learning in school. They may be 

surprised by some of the facts, or surprise themselves with what they know 

already!  

 Two 1p coins weigh the same as one 2p and two 5p coins weigh the same 

as one 10p! 

 The pound is the oldest currency still in use. 

 Copper coins are no longer made of copper. This means you can tell how 

old a 1p coin is by seeing if you can pick it up with a magnet. Coins made 

after 1992 are made of steel and just plated with copper so they are 

magnetic; older coins are made of bronze (the primary ingredient of which 

is copper) so can't be picked up with a magnet.  

 The 50p was the world's first seven-sided coin. 

 Old 5p and 10p coins are worth more than new 5p or 10p coins. Like copper 

coins before them, the value of the metal in 5p and 10p coins increased 

until they were being made at a loss. In 2012, the Royal Mint started making 

5ps and 10ps out of nickel-plated steel, instead of a copper-nickel mix (75% 

copper, 25% nickel).  

Whether it looks silver or gold, every coin worth more than 10p is made mostly 

of copper (for the time being at least). 
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